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man must be something of a fanatic before he can head a revolution of 
that kind. He was born for peace, he was timid, and his ease at de- 
tecting unsound arguments and seeing the ridiculous side of things 
made him seem even more so than he was. 

A man of this kind, whose wit pointed out the faults of the Roman 
Church, at which he was content to laugh, but which filled the Reformers 
with holy hate, and who was unable to go all lengths wilh them, was 
naturally hated by both sides, and it required all the tact of such a na- 
ture to enable him to live in even such peace as he enjoyed. Quiet 
his life certainly was not; he wanted everywhere his own way, and 
what with poverty when young, and religious excitement when older, he 
was forever in hot water. But with due allowance for his faults, — and 
biographies need not be read by us as if we were merely members of a 
grand jury thirsting after an indictment, — there is much to like, more 
perhaps than there is to admire, in Erasmus. In more peaceful times 
he would have won a higher name, and we should not judge him too 
harshly if he lacks more heroic qualities ; at any rate, he had the merits 
and the defects of another age. He seems more civilized than his peers, 
and therewith to have acquired a sensitiveness and a selfishness which 
were neither of them of a sort common at the time. 

Mr. Drummond has done his work well. The two volumes are 
readable, not so much so, however, as perhaps they might have been 
made. To be sure, it is but a dreary task warming up the cold ashes 
of theological controversy ; but it seems to us as if more might have 
been made out of the personal character of Erasmus. Still we have 
no hesitation in commending the book, with tempered praise, to all who 
care to read the life of one to whom much of the credit of the Ref- 
ormation is due ; in our view nowadays he always stands a little out of 
focus, but lie is well worth studying. If the book is not worthy of the 
highest praise, it is at least good, and it is a very bad biography which 
is not interesting reading. 



16. — Hay Fever. By Augustus Hoppin. Boston: James R. Os- 
good & Co. 1873. 

This volume, which depicts the sufferings of a fellow-man from one 
of the most unpleasant of the lesser trials of humanity, will amuse many 
who will be able to look at it with sympathizing eyes. In a series of 
sketches, Mr. Hoppin follows the victim of the hay fever from the time 
it begins through his various efforts to find relief on lofty mountain-tops, 
in the bowels of the earth, at the seaside, and at last in a balloon. In 
our opinion these are the best drawings Mr. Hoppin has ever made. His 
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earlier illustrations were better rather as indications of possible improve- 
ment than from any actual merit of their own. His curly-headed 
boys and men and round-eyed women had never any individuality 
of their own ; they bore witness of an easy pencil, but of a carelessness 
or indifference on the part of the artist which was very discouraging 
to those who knew anything better. They were merely indications 
of some scene described in the pages, not illustrations nor decorations. 
And when it is remembered what skill and care were brought to the 
illustration of books on the other side of the Atlantic, one could not 
help regretting the inferiority of our own country in this respect. Of 
course there was much to palliate this negligence, — the carelessness of 
engravers, and the indifference of the public, which looked on a picture 
simply as a picture, with very little critical discrimination. But now 
with the numerous processes for publishing better work, one of these 
obstacles is removed ; and with this facility better work is supplied to 
educate inexperienced eyes, and the result is, consequently, an improve- 
ment in illustrated works. 

A caricaturist who avoids vulgarity is always welcome, but to suc- 
ceed he must draw well. In England in the pages of " Punch" we see the 
utmost care devoted to very small objects, but it is the care of facility, 
not of pedantry ; and although sometimes they have as incongruous an 
appearance as would a morning paper lying on our breakfast-table 
bound in tree-calf, yet in general they please us by their ease. The 
French caricatures are far simpler ; those of Cham, for instance, seem 
to be drawn in about five minutes, but they are always well drawn not- 
withstanding. They are like jests born of the moment. The German 
caricatures are often beautifully drawn, but with dreary letter-press 
covering more space than the illustration. The earth trembles when 
the German skips. 

In this volume Mr. Hoppin shows more skill in drawing than he has 
ever done before, and the result is an amusing volume. Perhaps the 
best sketch is the fifth, in which the victim of the illness is depicted try- 
ing to scratch the roof of his mouth with the back of his tongue ; but 
none are without merit. 
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